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FDA:

As a consumer of hdtkare services, I wish to register my objectiom to provisions of tk Mermmmhun of Understanding
(MOU) as published by the FDA on January 21, 1999. I thank the Food ad Drug Administration for nmking it pssibie to
purchase prescri@on produtis individually compounded for my needs. I also appreciate the o@on of using products nmde
from natural ingrediems as opposed to patented synthetics. Unfortunately, the restrickms the MOU places on compounding
pharmacies Iwe the effect of denying many umsunwrs the option of using these valuable prockts, and the potential D

@p&e my right to buy the products I clmose from the phmmmists q doctor ad I trust rmst.

Specificsectionsof concerninchxleall of sectionMOU II-Cand all of III-C: Distribrion of inordinateArmurm of
CompoundedDrugs. These secdonscan, tV placingrestrictionson the armums that can be sold ou of state, discriminate
against consumers who do nc4 live in the state where the products prefemd by their physicians are cmnpouxled.
Economically, tky discriminate against health-care consumers wlm cannot afford to travel and obtain care m the state where
tkir prefmed cornpurding pharmacy is located.

By threatening the economic survival of pharmacies whose superior produc4s draw physicians ad customers from ow of state,
the MOU threatens to make the superior products unavailable to comturms who need tkm. Doing so would unfairly restrict
consuner choice. Federal restrictions m pJace effectively deny these products to the vast nprity of casumrs. Se&on II-B
of the MOU refers to restrictions on a compomxiing pharmacy’s righl to pronmte its prcxkts and services. Tk result is that
nmst consumers don’t tiw they exist, ad the only physicians wh -W about tkm are the erdigkned physicians who take
the initiative to seek [hem out. By contrast,FDA does m prevem tmnufacturers of Ptemed, synthetic, om%ize-fitsidl

WeP~iOIIS fi~ ~ge-s~e ~v~ising dmi~ ~ ptie COIJSUIIM=Sto tell their physici.am to prescrii their drugs. often

in spiteof a rnghtnnre litany of side H&ts, adverse reactions, aml contmmh- “catiom. FDA dbWS adwrtisin$ of OTC drugs
available even to children withml a prescription.

Please amend the memorandum of understanding 10avoid jeopardizing my right to buy products compounded for my needs
anywkre I choose irt tb United States. I warl m restriaions to delivery of a compoutxkd medication prescribed form,
regardless of where I may live or travel.

cc Senators Boxer and Feinstein
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